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indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: the earliest glazes were colored glasses containing copper and iron.
Marvelous work was wrought with these few materials, but the era of fine pottery dawned with the Persian and
Syrian work that precedes the Crusades. Vases shaped in good plastic clay were covered with a white, highly
silicious coating fit to receive glazes of this type. The most extensive application of colored glaze was that made
by the Chinese, who developed this type of color decoration before they used painted patterns in under-glaze
color. WE have been so accustomed to turn to Greece with its pictured vases that we have in a way overlooked
the exquisitely formed pottery on this side of the Atlantic, that of the preColumbian potter, representing a high
stage of development and a history full of interest to the art student. Its development was advanced in the
perfection of its technique, a high skill in the manipulation of clay and a subtle appreciation of beautiful form.
These vases in execution are purely aboriginal, remotely pre-Columbian, gathered mostly from tombs from
which all traces of human remains have vanished; vases are found in abundant numbers, shapely and small,
carefully and elaborately decorated. While only primitive methods were used there is a marked likeness with
wheel-made pottery, but there is no evidence of the wheel being used or of any glaze, but bearing a close
resemblance to the classic forms of the Mediterranean. Made of clay, a material universally employed by all
races of...
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