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Perhaps no question has so much perplexed the scientists of the past four hundred years as the vexed one of
the origin of the Aztecs and the ancient and high civilization of Central America that confronted the Spanish
conquerors on their arrival, and that up to the present period has received no satisfactory solution. It is
therefore with great pleasure that this Society presents to the scientific world the following most valuable and
scholarly paper of Mr. Johnston s which seems in a fair way to clear up the mystery which has so long shrouded
this interesting region. In order that this desirable result may be attained we invite the co-operation of the
learned in this and other countries and shall be happy to receive communications either throwing, light on the
three absorbing topics embraced in this paper or inviting discussion on whatsoever points may appear
doubtful, so that d accord with Mr. Johnston we may be enabled to furnish such information as the vast fund of
material which he has collected bearing on those topics can afford, and which he has hitherto abstained from
utilizing in his work with a view to the attention of the reader not being diverted from the main issues by its
length. In the meantime we venture to make a few remarks which may possibly be of some assistance in
arriving at a decision with regard to the correctness of Mr. Johnston s theory. According to the traditions still
existing amongst the Central Americans, and so much of the Aztec manuscript literature as escaped the
destructive hands of the Spaniards and is to...
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