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indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .University of Michigan, May 17, 1911place, practically nothing has ever
been done with it, so that it is a virgin field, and inasmuch as the opossum is found only in this country it is only
proper that this field should be explored by American investigators. In the second place, it is one of the simplest
of the mammalian types. The only lower forms of living mammals known are the echidna and
ornithorhynchus, both monotremes, which are rare and difficult to obtain, being confined to Australasia. It will
be remembered that these animals have no placenta but lay eggs which are hatched outside of the body, as in
the case of birds and reptiles. The opossum, our only American marsupial, is also an aplacental animal and its
embryo though undergoing part of its development within the body of the mother is born prematurely and
completes its development outside, receiving its supplementary nourishment from the nipple of its mother.
Thus we are dealing with a form that represents a very early stage in our evolution. As might be expected, the
brain of this primitive mammalian is correspondingly simple. The cerebral cortex and its associated structures
present a minimum amount of complexity, the corpus callosum in fact being entirely absent. Furthermore not
only its simplicity but also its small size greatly facilitates the preparation, manipulation, and study of the
material and this advantage will be fully appreciated by anyone who has experienced the mechanical
difficulties involved in working with...
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