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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Dr. Alexander Jeffrey McKelway; Farm Children in
Oklahoma; Federal Aid for Education, Vol. 7: May, 1918 The following letter, written by a little French girl in one
of the elementary schools of Paris visited by Dr. Finley, Commissioner of Education of New York, is expressive of
the spirit of the Schools behind the lines in France: It was only a little river, almost a brook; it was called the
Yser. One could talk from one side to the other without raising one s voice, and the birds could fly over it with
one sweep of their wings. And on the two banks there were millions of men, the one turned toward the other,
eye to eye. But the distance which separated them was greater than that of the stars in the sky; it was the
distance which separates right from injustice. The ocean is so vast that the sea gulls do not dare to cross it.
During seven days and seven nights the great steamships of America, going at full speed, drive through the
deep waters, before the lighthouses of France come into view; but from one side to the other hearts are
touching. Dr. Finley reported in his French Schools in War Time many instances of the magnificent courage and
determination of the entire teaching body in France to keep alive the spirit of education in which alone is the
prophecy of an enduring nation. Belgium, in spite of her losses, has resolved to do no less. We learn from the
Revue Pedagogique of June 1917 in an article by L. de Paeuw that early in the war, when it was found necessary
to...
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